
 

 
 
 
 
 
Netherlands 

 
In 2012-2013, 2,637 U.S. students studied abroad for academic credit in the Netherlands. 
 
<<Learn more about the Netherlands>> 
 
Education System Overview: 

 
Academic year: First week September – Last week of June 
 
Major school holidays/break: 

• Fall break: October 21 – 27, 2014 
• Winter break – Last week of December – first week of January 
• Spring break: Second/third week of February 
• Easter: April 5 – April 6, 2015 
• May break: May 2 – May 10, 2015 
• Ascension Day: May 14, 2015 
• Pentecost: May 24 – 25, 2015 
• Summer break: July – August (6 weeks depending on region) 

 
Major exam period(s): Depends on the institution – Usually the last week of each 
semester or term.  
 
Language of instruction: Dutch and some bilingual 
 
Structure of the university system:  
 

 Years of study required to earn a bachelor's degree: 3 – 4 years  
 

 The language of instruction in universities: Dutch and some bilingual  
 
Resources:  
 

Organization: Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences  
Website: www.government.nl/ministries/ocw  
 
Organization: Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders  
Website: nvao.com  
 
 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3204.htm
http://www.government.nl/ministries/ocw


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization: Nuffic - Netherlands organization for international cooperation in higher 
education 
Website: www.nuffic.nl/en 

 
Know Before You Go 
 

 How to Apply for Your U.S. Passport 
 

 Netherlands Travel Information 
 
U.S. Government-Sponsored Study and Exchange Programs  
 

 Fulbright U.S. Student Program 
 

 Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program 

 

 Gilman Scholarship Program 

http://www.nuffic.nl/en
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/passports/apply.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/netherlands.html
http://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/fulbright-us-student-program
http://exchanges.state.gov/us/program/fulbright-us-scholar-program
http://www.iie.org/Programs/Gilman-Scholarship-Program/About-the-Program/Eligibility

